This years LIZZARD Qld School Surfing Titles had everything. The 7 regional teams boarded the ferry and left the main land without knowing exactly how temperamental North Stradbroke Island could be. Most teams opted to warm up the day before competition at main beach in small 1-2 foot peaks. 

Day 1 began around the corner at Deadmans beach attempting to shelter from the building wind and swell. All Gold Coast team members handled the conditions well as the swell began to rise from 1-3 feet in a couple of hours. The sweep also picked up its tempo and their experience on the right hand point breaks closer to home allowed them to position themselves for the better waves. In a rare feat all gold coast competitors in all divisions made it through to the quarter finals. The standouts for the day included Harry Wheeler, James Woods, Dai Wako, Jaiden Elgey and Brodie Doyle who all posted scores in the excellent range. The day ended with students riding body boards down a river which decided to make its way through the car park and towards the contest area and teams looking for higher ground for their tents. 
The wind, swell and rain built further overnight. After a tractor was recruited to pull troop carriers and land cruisers out of the mud river from the day 1 venue and another considerable jump in swell, Day 2 was held further around at Cylinder Beach. The Point Lookout Life Savers patrolled the line up with Radios and Jet skis ensuring the competitors safety and the surfers had to draw on all of their water skills and fitness to overcome the paddle out and lock into some of the best waves on offer. Hayden Welch, Sol Pereira-Ryan and Amiya Doyle relished in the conditions each receiving 9+ rides in 3 consecutive heats. Amiya backed up her 9 with an 8.5 to hold the highest heat score for the day and contest. Hayden took apart a solid 5 footer with a series of powerful carves and critical turns through the lip and was rewarded with the highest wave score of 9.5. James Woods and Mitch Duggan’s campaigns also gained momentum with comfortable wins over their rivals until both Mitch’s boards were run over by a 4x4 near the car park. The local shaper patched up one for the finals day in a matter of hours and his set back was soon forgotten. Most Gold Coast Team members survived to contest finals day, the tent however wasn’t so lucky. 
The weather predictions confirmed that things were to get really ugly in a couple of days and that if possible, competition should be wrapped up on Day 3 and teams get off the island while the ferries were still running. Cylinder’s Beach was once again chosen as the only possible venue. The swell had grown again for the girls semis. Gold Coaster’s Brodie Doyle, Amiya Doyle and Bridey McNeven progressed to the final over strong opposition from Naomi Stevic and Brianna Lenton with Dimity Stoyle the lone Sunny Coast representative making it through. Next the Junior boys battled it out in which each surfer could only manage 3 waves each as the were swept through the line up and ran around again. A couple of recent Snapper swells provided perfect practice. Sol and Hayden again read the conditions perfectly and both booked a spot in the final. In the Open semi finals it was a case of each competitor grabbing a high scoring wave but it was who could get the best back up score would progress. The result was Mitch Duggan and James Woods from the Gold Coast would challenge Jason Homan and James Cervi from the Sunshine Coast in the final. 
The MR Shield finals were a case of Palm Beach-Currumbin High School up against last years QLD champions Sunshine Beach High School in the Girls, Coolum High School in the Junior Boys and a very strong Cleveland High School team in the Opens. Naomi and Brianna got some revenge back over the year 9 Doyle twins from the individual division as Sunshine Beach once again will represent QLD. Some draining heats over the past couple of days were starting to take their toll. 
PBC took out the Junior division with a last wave come from behind win over their competitors thanks to Sol Pereira- Ryan and Harry Wheeler. PBC will have the chance to defend their Australian Title that Mitch Duggan and Thomas Woods won last year in South Australia.
The open PBC team was also fortunate to survive a barrage of excellent waves from Straddie based Tim McDonald and Logan Specht. As the time ran out the solid surfing from Mitch Duggan and James Woods was enough to get the judges nod. 
The MR concept has been around for a long time and is basically when 2 surfers from a school have their individual heat scores added together to form a school total. This is compared to the other 2 surfers in the heat from the second school. Which ever school’s total is the highest wins the heat. Past MR teams have included Joel Parkinson and Mick Fanning as well as Dean Morrison and Mick Fanning. As you can imagine both teams won National Titles for Palm Beach-Currumbin.
Bridey McNeven backed up her spot in last years team by taking out the Girls individual Title. Bridey selected the bigger set waves and combined big flowing carves to post her scores. Dimity Stoyle in contrast picked off some smaller inside waves with a bit of pocket and after being washed around most of the heat got a second scorer to pick up second place. Amiya didn’t quite ride out of a thick tricky end section that came towards her as time ran out. Both Amiya and Brodie were 2 of a lot of girls that impressed people all week with their determination and ability in such challenging conditions. In the end the extra MR Shield heats for their school may have contributed to them running out of legs as they finished a creditable 3rd and 4th respectively.  
Peaking at exactly the right time Sol Pereira Ryan backed up a 8.5 with a 8.75 to register his heat total of 17.25 and combo the rest of the final. Trini Tonga and James Cervi did their best to keep up with a run away Sol but in the end the Gold Coast Surfer had too much fire power. Hayden Welch fell out of rhythm with the ocean and could not reproduce the 9‘s that he was receiving in his previous heats. 
Finally in the open boys division Mitch Duggan overcame the challenges of creased boards, riding a back up and surfing multiple divisions to take the win. Mitch only caught 2 waves in the final but proved quality is better than quantity scoring an 8 and a 5.5. James Woods backed up his MR partner taking second place 0.25 of a point behind. Jason Homan and James Cervi filled 3rd and 4th respectively. 
When the overall results were tallied and the mud and rain had settled, it was the Gold Coast that claimed the overall Regional Champion for 2008 winning 5 out of the 6 finals. The successful surfers will now join the winners from the up coming QLD Junior Series to form the state team. They will compete at Margaret River in WA for the Australian Titles at the end of the year. The team so far consists of; 
Mitch Duggan, James Woods, Jason Homan, Sol Pereira-Ryan, Trini Tonga, Thomas Cervi, Bridey McNeven, Dimity Stoyle, Amiya Doyle, the Girls MR team from Sunshine Beach State High School plus the Open and Junior boys MR teams from Palm Beach-Currumbin. Thanks to Lizzard, Base and North Stradbroke Island for their support of school surfing.
Ben Falvey - Gold Coast School Surfing Coach

